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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
tclligence, and the news of the day. 

Trerms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ** THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


Che Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIR ECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

I Taacxer, Superintendent. 








PEAR 





l«Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 

r frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. } 

8S. Newnouse, Superintendent. 








Garden-Hoes: A new and very complete arti- 
cle called the Scurrre Hor, is manufactured and 
offered to the gardening public as above. 





Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Caer, O H. Mrtier, C. Orns, Agents. 
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an Assortment of our own 


Traveling-Bags: 
stock. 


Manufacture, from carefully selected 
Merchants supplied. 
J. ReyNouvs, 

Mrs. E. Warrrte.p, 

PARR ener 

Cravats: Satin, and of various styles, manu- 


tactured and for sale. : 
Mrs. S. Van Veuzer, Superintendent. 


‘ 
Superintendents. 





Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the Community. j 
- Mrs. A. ©. Sxars, Superintendent. 











Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill 
. ” p. J. Haus, Miller. 
dob- Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 


executed at the Circutar Office. 
G. CamMpBELL. 
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Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
Dre Larrze, Oneida Association. 
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Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 





Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 


ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, .... PUTNEY, VT. 





“7 allingforda Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 


A. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; (24 aud 3rd) of the 


Onema Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


perPast Volumes of the Circudar, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

res Persons writing to us on business con- 
nectod with the Circt/ar, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
Stato, a3 distinctly as possible. 
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A Song of Thankfulness. 
BY GEORGE P. MORRIS. 
Thank God for pleasant weather ! 
Chant it, merry rills! 
And ciap your hands together, 
Ye exulting hills! 
Thank Him, teeming valley ! 
Thank him, fruitful plain ! 
For the golden sunshine, 
And the silver rain. 


Thank God, of Good the Giver! 
Shout it, sportive breeze ! 
Respond, oh tuneful river ! 
To the nodding trees. 
Thank Him, bud and birdling! 
As ye grow and sing! 
Mingle in thanksgiving 
Every living thing! 


Thank God, with cheerful spirit, 
In a glow of love, 
For what we here inherit, 
And our hopes above !— 
Universal nature 
Revels in her birth, 
When God, in pleasant weather, 
Smiles upon the earth ! 


[Home Journal. 





The Hope of our Calling. 
[A Home-Talk by J. H. N.—Reported Oct. 19, 1850.] 


The heavenly church, or family of God, 
may properly be conceived of as a unit. 
‘Of Christ (says Paul) the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named.’ Eph. 3: 15. 
Christ is the head of the whole church— 
all saints form his body ; and when we 
think of Christ, our faith should embrace 
the whole unit—the body as well as the 
head. Paul says, ‘ Henceforth know we 
noman after the flesh ; yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet 
now henceforth know we him no more.’ 
2 Cor. 5: 16. And on the same principle 
we should not rest satisfied with knowing 
Christ as he is represented to us in the 
gospels. We are bound to know him in 
his relations to the whole family of God. 
Paul, who stood midway between the first 
and second coming of Christ, exclaimed, 
‘Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect ; but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which Iam also apprehended of Christ 
Jesus.’ He was ‘following after’—seek- 
ing to apprehend Christ in the resurrec- 
tion, and considered this as the hope ot 
his calling—the thing for which he was 
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Christ 
was in the angelic sphere, and Paul 
had entered into partnership with him, 
and had become partly assimilated to 
him; but this did not satisfy him—he 
wanted to be entirely assimilated to 
Christ; and to this end put himself to 
school, so to speak, that he might attain 
to perfect union with him—‘if by any 
means he might attain unto the resurrec- 
tion from the dead.’ This is the right 
attitude of spirit for all believers to take. 
And in assuming this attitude, let us un- 
derstand that we are in different circum- 
stances from those of the Primitive church. 
They were looking forward to the Second 
Coming, but we live after it; and, conse- 
quently there is more for us to appre- 
hend—more for us to be assimilated to, 
We need to have our faith increased, so 
that we may ‘ apprehend’ Christ, not ashe 
was, but as he 7s, in connection with the 
great church which forms his body. Paul 
says, ‘Though we have known Christ af- 
ter the flesh, yet now henceforth know we 
him no more:’ by which language we 





may understand that he proposed not to 
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conceive of him as represented in the 
gospels simply, but to know him in his 
resurrection character. So we may take 
a step forward, and'say, ‘ Though hereto- 
fore we have known Christ as he was 
known in the apostolic age, yet hence- 
forth we know him thus no more.’ We 
are living after the transition period that 
the primitive church were in, and hence 
are bound to know Christ as he is after 
the Second Coming, and after he has 
gathered that first church into the resur- 
rection sphere.’ 

Some things might be specified, as be- 
ing now true of Christ, which were not 
true in the apostolic age, or before his 
Second Coming. For one thing, previous 
to the Second Coming antichrist wasonly 
revealed. John wrote: ‘As ye have 
heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists.’ But at 
the Second Coming antichrist was destroy- 
ed : * Whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of his mouth, and destroy with 
the brightness of his coming,’ (2 Thess. 
2: 18.) If any one has anything to do 
with antichrist at the present time, be it 
known unto such an one, that antichrist 
is destroyed—-he is knowing things as 
alive and active which no longer exist.— 
Christ in commencing his reign at his 
Second Coming destroyed the power that 
had been his rival in the church, i. e., 
antichrist. 

To go further : previous to the Second 


}Coming death was really the king of ter- 


rors; but at the Second Coming that prin- 
cipality also was destroyed. Christ’s res- 
urrection was agreat act, considering that 
his body had lain in the grave three 
days; but the primitive saints were 
‘ caught wp without passing throughdeath ; 
from which it is to be inferred that be- 
fore the Second Coming death had not 
been really conquered and displaced, as it 
afterward was. Paul in looking back to 
Christ, could not say that resurrection 
without death was in Christ—the most 
he could hope for was that this would 
soon be the case. But we are living 
after the Second Coming: and - the 
latest and most reliable intelligence re- 
ceived from ‘ the seat of war’ informs us 
that ‘ death is destroyed.’ 

We have known Christ from his birth 
to his resurrection; but let us henceforth 
know him after his Second Coming, when 
the principalities of antichrist and of 
death were destroyed. A right conception 
of these facts will enable us to appreciate 
all the victories* Christ and his corporate 
body have gained during the past eighteen 
hundred years ; which we may consider as 
‘the hope of our calling.’ 





Thoughts on Faith. 


* Without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God, must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that dilligently seek 
him.’ Hebrews 11: 6. 


In considering the above text, I have 
been edified with the following thoughts 
suggested by it. A mere abstract faith in 
God as the maker of the universe, and an 
infinitely good and lovely being, is not all 
that is essential to our success in forming 
a correct idea of, and acquaintance with 





him: but a persistent purpose and dili- 








gen’ seeking is the indispensable prerequi- 
site to secure the reward of finding him. 
He that does not diligently seck to know 
God, does not believe in him. A man 
who has a purpose of acquainting himself 
with any art or science, puts forth a pur- 
pose with a diligence corresponding to 
his estimate of the value of the object 
sought. To know God is eternal life; and 
this certainly is an object great enough 
to afford a sufficient stimulus for every 
body to seek after him diligently. Paul is 
a worthy example of a diligent secker af- 
ter God asa rewarder of faith. He counted 
all things but loss forthe excellency of the 
knowledge of him, for whom he suffered 
the loss of all things and counted them but 
dung. Paul’s purpose and faith was the 
gift of God to him, by which he knew him. 
I pray for that same faith and purpose 
which characterized him in his zeal to 
know God: and I have reason to believe 
that my prayer will be heard, The prom- 
ise is, ‘Ask and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you: for every one 
that asketh, receiveth ; and he that seck- 
eth, findeth ; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened.’ This is all I can ask ; 
and it is enough. JL. B. 
Pulney Commune. 





Need of the Single Eye. 

Sometimes I find myself in circumstan- 
ces requiring action, and am unable to 
see clearly what todo. Something must 
be done ; and, as ina chess-game, I can 
take one of several different moves ; yet 
to make a choice seems very difficult, To 
come to a decision, I have to summon all 
the energy I am master of. The conse- 
quences that will result are hid in the fu- 
ture, and I want a happy termination. 
I want to inswre success, 

On analyzing my feelings, I see, after 
all, that what I want is, so to act that I 
can feel at rest afterwards, I want to feel 
that the course I have taken pleases 
God, and then I am-sure that everything 
will come out right. So we shall find 
that life’s duties, seemingly so various, 
may all be included in the single purpose, 
to seek to please God in everything we 
do. No matter what interests at stake ; 
if we first inquire what the will of God 
is, and move forward trusting him sin- 
cerely, we shall do a sure thing, and lay 
up a treasure ‘where neither moth ner 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal.’ 

What an advantageous offer is here 
made. As it were, the great Insurance 
Office of heaven is opened to us. How 
satisfactory to the earnest heart, knowing 
his utter inability to secure a single inter- 
est by his own power. This is the way 
the gospel comes to us. The wisest 
thing a man can do is to trust God. 
And it requires union with the energy 
and earnestness of Christ to do this in 
the midst of worldly influences. If we 


are in circumstances of difficulty, and sur- 

rounded with confusion, the best thing 

that we can do to get clear-headed, is to 

seek the will of the Lord. ‘If thine eye 

be single, thy whole body shall be full 

of light.’ E. H. H, 
Wallingford Commune. 
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Gerrit Smith on Woman’s Dress. 

Gerrit Smith in a recent letter to Mrs. Elizabeth 
C. Stanton, on *‘Woman’s Rights,’ expresses it as 
his opinion that the dress of woman forms one of 
the greatest hindrances to her progress, and the 
attainment of her true position by the side of 
man. He says, nt 

‘ Were w wy ae off the dréss, which, in 
the eye of chivedby an@ gallantry, is so well adapt- 
ed to womanly gracefulness and womanly helpless- 
ness, and to put on a dress that would leave her 
free to work = way through the world, I see not 
but that chivalry and gallantry would nearly or 
quite die out, No longer would she present her- 
self to man, now in the bewitching character of a 
play-thing, a doll, an idol, and now in the degra- 
ded character of his servant. But he would confess 
her transmutation into his equal: and, therefore, 
all occasion for display of chivalry and gallantry 
toward her on the one hand, and tyranny on the 
other, would have passedaway. Only let woman 
attive her person fitly for the whole battle of life— 
that great and often rough battle, which she is as 
much bound to fight as man is, and tho common 
sense expressed in the change will put to flight all 
the nonsensical fancies about her superiority to 
man, and all the nonsensical fancies about her 
inferiority to him,’ 


THE CIRCULAR. 
“ONEIDA, JAN. 24, 1856. 


In commencing a new volume, we renew our 
confession of ‘devotion to the Sovereignty of 
Jesus Christ.’ We believe nis is the only name 
given among men whereby they can be saved 
from the evils and distractions—spiritual, mor- 
al, social, and political—of this present world ; 
and no one, we think, who can read its bis- 
tory, will deny that the world is just now badly 
in need of such a Savior. For ourselves, we 
acknowledge Christ, with a renewed purpose to 
serve him, as our present Savior and King. 
And as we indulge the hope of becoming, ere 
long, the publishers of a FREE DAILY PAPER 
devoted to his interests, our hearts are stirred 
with ambition to become good and true ‘ medi- 
ums’ of his spirit and influences to the world. 
In the meantime we trust him for grace and 
guidance and utterance to make the Circular 
an acceptable weekly offering, fruitful in the 
things that pertain to the advancement of his 
kingdom and the edification of the church. 
To this end, also, we invite the sympathy and 
cobperation of our readers, in whatever ways 
the Lord may give them the ability to help us. 




















| Necessity for a New Government. 

The condition of Congress at the present 
time affords a striking illustration of the evils of 
that system of government which depends on 
parties and majorities. It is a favorite maxim of 
modern politics, that the will of the majority 
shall rule. This is put forth as the basis of Re- 
publican institutions, without respect to what 
the truth, or the fitness of things demand. The 
logic of Republicanism seems to be this: The 
people shall govern themselves. The people is 
one of two or more parties which happens to have 
the numerical majority; therefore such or such 
party—Whig, Democrat, Know Nothing, Hard 
Shell, or Soft Shell—shall govern. The ripened 
results of this system may be seen in Congress 
at the present time in the contest for Speaker.— 
Ilere are three parties, the Pro-Slavery Adminis- 
tration party, supporting Richardson ; the South- 
ern Know Nothings, who vote for Fuller ; and the 
Northern Anti-Nebraska party, supporting Banks. 
The cause of truth and progress, perhaps, de- 
mands that Banks be elected. But Banks has not 
a majority of the House. Richardson and Fuller 
outnumber him in their adherents. Richardson 
and his supporters are fighting for slavery ; the 
northern men for freedom, the Fullerites for a 
mixture of considerations, pro-slavery among 
others; and all of them apparently contending for 
the spoils of office. ' 

Two months have. been spent in’turmoil and 
struggle, and there is no visible approach to or- 
ganization. The substance of the matter is this: 
1. The majority-rule prevents an election because 
neither of the candidates can obtain a greater num- 
ber of votes than the other two. 2. The cause of 
trath and justice is subservient to the interests 
of party. 

It is easy to see that there is a false principle 
lying at the bottom of this state of things, and 
that bare Republicanism with all its boasted ad- 
vantages, may become the worst of despotisms.— 
Men cry out against the absolute goverments of 
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an unscrupulous majority, is worse than that of a 
solitary monarch, whether Ozar or Emperor.— 
Evil is as likely to have the ascendency in a Re- 
public—among a mass of factions—as in the mind 
of an individual, while its power will be vastly 
greater. In the one case it is a spiritual princi- 
pality acting through a single man, or at most 
but a few; in the other case, the principality acts 
through a mass which may number its hundreds 
of thousands. The law of the universe is that 
truth and the everlasting will of God shall rule ; 
and all human governments must square them- 
selves to that law, or go down in the vortex of 
judgment. Mere Republicanism is not the true 
form of government, and the ultimate formula 
will not be, The people shall govern; but it will 
be, Gop and the people. It will be a Theocracy. 
The recognition of this principle will put an end 
to parties. In atrue government there can be 
but one party—the party of God and the truth- 
And all action will be unanimous ; it will not be 
the rule of a majority, but the rule of Righteous- 
ness and Love. 

The experience which we are working out here 
at Oneida demonstrates tous the truth of the 
position we have taken. Here are a hundred and 
fifty persons collected together for all the purpo- 
ses of life, government, social affairs, business, &c. 
In their natural mental characteristics a more 
incompatible company could not easily be selected. 
Yet we manageto agree. Discussion and action 
are free, but there is but one party, and all meas- 
ures that are entered into have unanimous sup- 
port; there is no office seeking. What is the 
cause of this state of things? To us it is evident 
that the cause lies in the fact that we recognize 
the will of God as the only rule of action. We 
do not believe that anv other cause would pro- 
duce such results. If the working of this princi- 
ple will produce harmony and peace in the case of 
one hundred persons, why would it not if extend- 
ed to nations ? 





Failures of Science. 


While we are free to set forth from time to time 
the achievements and benefits of science, (using 
the term in its ordinary sense, )—what it has done 
for the progress and happiness of mankind, we 
think it worth while occasionally to stop and in- 
quire, What it has not done. Itis quiteclear to us 
that there have been some notable failures on the 
part of science to answer certain problems that 
have been before the world for near six thousapd 
years. The following instances of failure may be 
noted down in the journals of those who wish 
for subjects of investigation and discovery. 

1. The spiritual nature of man, and his rela- 
tions to powers and principalities back of himself 
in the order of existence. 

2. The phenomena of good and evil, their ori- 
gin, bearing on the human race, &c. 

3. Salvation, its nature and the means of ob- 
taining it. 

4. Death, its source, and its future. 

5. The Resurrection. 

These are subjects of profound interest, which in 
these times of Spirit Rapping, Intellectualism, 
and Death, call loudly for solution. 





Evils of the City. 
The least famibarity with cities like our great 
Metropolis, must convince the thoughtful that 
great cities, as they are, are an evil. The tenden- 
cy to accumulation of property in the hands of 
the few, to the exclusion of the many—the ficti- 
tious value of land, and the enormous expense of 
the buildings, is equally effective with vaults and 
safes in shutting out men of but common means. 
In a conversation with some persons who had 
been ‘ house-hunting’ in New-York city, we learn- 
ed that it was very difficult to rent a house any 
where in the city proper, with comfortable accom. 
modations and in a respectabje location, for less 
than $1,000 per annum. What one, however, 
might consider comfortable and respectable, au- 
other might not. They said, too, that on 40th 
street adjacent to 5th Avenue, (that is, as far up 
as the Crystal Palace,) lots 25 feet front, and 100 
feet deep, are selling for $10,000. And that Dr. 
Chaseman’s lot, corner of Broadway and Howard 
street,—above Canal street,—with a small build- 
ing on’it, but considered of no value, sold for 
$100,000. Also a small tenement 20 by 30 feet, 
(three stories) above Canal street,—rented for 
$3,000 perannum. Toa countryman these figures 
are incredible; but the parties who related them 
were men of intelligence, who had been familiar 
with the city from their childhood. Statements 
similar to these have frequently been made by 
others, showing the enormous tax that capital 





Europe, Austcia and Russia, but the despotism of 


levies upon labor. Of all forms of slavery, there 


is perhaps no: - ....!er which the groan of the op- 
pressed comes up more wailingly than under this 
of rent, or usury. There are, no doubt, grosser 
forms of vice which the city like a hot-bed devel- 
ops, and which, being more gross, are more clear- 
ly visible. But the grossness of a vice is not 
the measure of its evil. Its refinement, many 
times, gives it wider scope and more ruinous ef- 
fect. And it is so with this. In its various forms, 
like the arterial or the nervous systems of the 
animal body, 1t pervades the whole ‘body politic’ 
of civilized society. It enters into all calculations 
of trade, and directly or indirectly affects the 
prices of all commodities. So that the trade 
that passes through New-York, is charged with all 
the rents and interests that those employed in it 
have to pay. So that we may say that all the 
vast amount of wealth accumulated in cities, is 
taken from the hands of the toiling masses and 
held for the benefit of the few. It should be dis- 
tributed for the good of those who earn it; not 
forcibly, but by some change of system that shall 
diffuse instead of collect—that shall build more 
comfortable dwellings on the field of labor, in- 
stead of palaces in the cities—that shall improve 
the productiveness of the waste places, and make 
the fertile still more productive, instead of ex- 
torting hundreds for a single foot of land. 

We have no idea of any system but a change 
of leart that can ever produce this desired effect. 
The love of God in the heart acting reciprocally 
from one to another, and not any forcible or 
formal distribution, or regulation of property, 1s 
the only hopeful way of diffusing the benefits of 
wealth. For unthrifty and wasteful habits, and vi- 
cious courses, are usually the cause of want; and 
as long as these habits exist, and the shrewd and 
watchful are shrewd and watchful for themselves 
alone, so long the inequalities will exist—so long 
the palace and the hovel will be near each other. 

Verona, N. Y. nm. ws he 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


NICARAGUA. 

By the arrival of the Northern Light on the 
12th inst., we learn that things are moving on 
prosperously with Gen. Walker’s proceedings at 
Nicaragua. The governments of San Salvador and 
Honduras have sent in letters recognizing the au- 
thority of the new government, and a general state 
of quietness and satisfaction prevails. In an edito- 
rial of the Tribune having reference to the fore- 
going news, the writer says: “There is nothing 
which can endanger the permanence of the new 
fillibuster rule in Nicaragua but internal feuds 
among the members of the expedition, and of that 
we have not yet seen the symptoms. We say 
this not from any friendly feeling toward the suc- 
cessful adventurers, but because we are convinced 
thai it is the reality. We could wish the facts 
were otherwise ; but since they are facts, it is bet- 
ter to admit them and face them. The illusions 
of fancy or of hope are often pleasanter than the 
truth, but unfortunately they are less safe to 
lean upon.” 

Apropos to this it may be noticed that fillibus- 
tering is prosecuted in New Orleans without inter- 
ruption, and is indeed becoming a popular move- 
ment. The correspondent of the Trébune writes 
vnder date of the 3d inst. from that place thus: 
“The enlistment of emigrants for Nicaragua is 
going on briskly, and the steamship Daniel 
Webster, which leaves here on the 11th, will take 
down a large number to the promised land. The 
office of Col. Fisher is well filled with anxious 
patriots, and the colonel is well posted, and offers 


such inducements as to make the enterprise a‘ 


very popular one.’ 
LATER FROM MEXICO. 

A Telegraphic dispatch from New Orleans men- 
tions the reception of Vera Cruz dates to the 8th 
inst.; by which we learn that political affairs in 
Mexico remain in the same confused condition as 
at last accounts. Considerable dissatisfaction, and 
even armed resistance is manifest in various quar- 
ters at Comonfort’s government. The Mexican 
papers declare it to be more inquisitionai than 
ever. ‘A number of journals have been obliged to 
suspend or abandon publication altogether, and 
several editors have been seized and thrown into 
prison.’ 

KANSAS. 

From all that we can learn about Kansas, there 
are signs of an impending civil war in that quarter; 
if indeed such a state of things does not already ex- 
ist. . The Kickapoo (Kansas) Pioneer, of the 18th, 
says: “A battle took place last night ,at Easton, be- 
tween a party of Abolitionists and some Pro-Slave- 
ry men, the former making theattack. One Pro- 





Slavery man was killed, and some wounded. A 





a) 


company from Lawrence, headed by Capt. Brown, 
commenced the fight withthe Kickapoo Rangers. 
A large number of persons have left for Easton. The 
disturbance is supposed to have originated out of 
the Free-Soil election of the 15th.” 

The Kansas correspondent of the Tribune, dat- 
ing Jan. Ist, states that another printing press 
had been destroyed in Lawrence, by the Border 
Ruffians, and that the telegraph between Kansas 
and St. Louis was iA their hands. Both the 
Free State men and Border Ruffians are doing 
what they can tu strengthen and reinforce their 
respective parties ; and their efforts are apparently 
not without effect. Gen. Schuyler, a prominent 
Free State man, is lecturing in the Western States 
—the object of his mission being to raise material 
aid, ‘based on the issue of scrip, the amount 
limited to $25,000, bearing ten per cent. interest. 
Considerable amounts were raised in Chicago and 
Detroit.’ Ex-Senator Atchison, of Missouri, at 
present seems to be the chief representative of the 
pro-siavery party in Kansas, and he is doing what 
he can tostir up the South in their behalf.— 
He writes, Dec. 15th, to a Georgia editor as 
follows : 

“If Georgia intends to do any thing, or can do 
any thing for us, let it be done speedily! Let 
your young men come forth to Missouri and Kan- 
sas. Let them come well armed, with mopey 
enough to support them for twelve months, 4nd 
determined to see this thingout! One hundred 
true men will be an acquisition. The more the 
better. I do not see how we are to avoid civil 
war; come it will. Twelve months will not 
elapse before war—civil war of the fiercest kind— 
will be upon us. We are arming and preparing 
for it. Indeed, we of the border counties are pre- 
pared. We must have the support of the South. 
We are fighting the battles of the South. Our 
institutions are at stake. You far Southern men 
are now out of the nave of the war, but if we 
fail, it will reach your own doors, perhaps your 
hearths. We want men, armed men. I would 
not be astonished if this day laid the ground-work 
for a guerrilla war in Kansas. I have heard of ru- 
mors of strife and battle at Leavenworth, seven 
miles from this place, but the ice is running in the 
Mississippi river, and [ have nothing definite. I 
was a peace-maker in the difficulty lately settled 
by Goy. Shannon. I counselled the ‘ Ruffians’ to 
forbearance, but I wil! never again counsel peace. ° 

In response to this letter, of which the above 
is only an extract, the editor of the Atlunta Ex- 
aminer, to whom the address is made, strongly 
urges the Georgia Legislature to take some action 
on this appeal for aid. 

During the recent difficulties, a Free State man 
by the name of Barber, was murdered by the 
‘Ruffians,’ and the murderer, it seems, had not 
been arrested. Barber was formerly a resident ot 
Preble county, Ohio; and on the 5th inst. the 
people of that and adjoining counties held a meet- 
ing to consider the affair. A crowd assembled, 
and addresses were made. Resolutions were a- 
dopted, condemning President Pierce for his con- 
duct in the Kansas difficulties ; and one also ad- 
vising an attempt to bring the murderer or mur- 
derers of Barber to justice. This last resolution 
was laid before the Ohio Legislature; and ‘the 
Senate referred the entire subject to the committee 
on Federal Relations, with instructions to report 
by resolutions or otherwise.’ 

Governor Wright, of Indiana, writes to a friend 
in Kansas that he has “money and sons, and is 
ready to come himself, and spend every cent he 
has got in defense of the Northern Free-State 
emigrants. He has five hundred men who are 
ready to march at once to Kansas.” 

ANOTHER ACCIDENT ON THE NORTH RIVER RAILROAD 

Occurred early on the morning of the 14th inst. 
The mail train from Albany, consisting of two lo- 
comotives, two freight cars, one baggage and three 
passenger cars, in crossing the pile bridge over 
Spuyten Duyvel Creek, running at the rate of 15 
miles an hour, in some way broke through the 
bridge. The first engine went over the bridge 
safely, but the second fell to the bottom of the 


creek, making a descent of ten or twelve feet, the _ 


two freight trains following, filling up the chasm. 
The engineer and fireman of the locomotive which 
went down, were buried in the wreck and killed. 
There were 75 passengers on board, but none of 
them were seriously injured, although the first pas- 
senger car, with the baggage and mail cars, were 
hurled from the track and sent adrift on the ice. 
All the persons in the baggage-car were injured 
more or less. 


—The British Banner states that a pro- 
posal has been seton foot for posting placards all 
over the city containing passages from the Bible, 
printed in the largest characters, so as to attract 
attention. Each placard to contain only one verse, 
and sometimes only one sentence; and to be re- 
newed as frequently as the funds obtained will 
permit. A society is to be organized for carrying 
out this idea.— Tribune. 
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The Late Shipwrecks. 


The Tribune publishes a serious catalogue of 
ship-disasters, in the vicinity of New York, as 
the effect of a severe storm which occurred on 
the 10th and 12th of this month. The loss of 
property is considerable, but the suffering and loss 
of human life more particularly attracts our at- 
tention. One thing that rendered the storm 
more unendurable, was the intense cold weather 
which accompamed it, the mercury ranging in the 
neighborhood of 5 degrees below zero. A pilot 
who has had twelve years experience on the coast, 
states, that the storm was the worst that he had 
witnessed during that time. 

There are reports of the loss of two small ves- 
sels, with all on board—probably about 30 per- 
sons—the particulars of which are not known: but 
from the accounts which are more certain, we will 
refer to two or three other mstances out of the 
many wrecks that are noticed in the papers. The 
clipper-ship Stingray, from Cantun, China, laden 
with a valuable cargo of tea, silks, &c., for New 
York, went ashore on Fire Island, and proved a 
total loss. The crew were saved. The pilot- 
boat, E. K. Collins, struck a shoal near the same 

place, and.was wrecked. There were eight men 
on board, and four of them took to the boat and 
made for the shore, but before reaching it she 
capsized and one man was drowned. The rest 
reached the shore. Of the four remaining on board 
three froze to death, and the cabin boy, James Russ 
escaped. His artless narrative of the circumstances 
and the intense suffering to which he was subjected 
for 32 hours, we publish below: 
NARRATIVE OF JAMES RUSS. 

We struck the shoal about 5a. m. on Thurs- 
day morning. It was bitterly cold, and a thick 
mist, like a cloud rose from the water, so that 
we could not see the boat’s length ahead. On 
looking out I saw a dull light ahead that looked 
like as if it shone from the jibboom ofa large 
ship. None of us thoughtit was the lighthouse, 
as the lamp off that point revolves every sixty 
seconds, and this seemed through the mist to be 
stationary. We afterward learned that the in- 
tense cold had covered the glass with frost, so 
that it looked like isinglass, and the lamp ceased 
revolving. I went below a little before 5 o’clock, 
and Mr. 7 had charge of the helm, at 
which time the boat was laying to with a three- 
reef mainsail and jib. 

On seeing the light Mr. Murphy put the 
helm about, but the vesse] would not obey it, 
as the ice with which it was surrounded pre- 
vented its doing so. We soon after struck, 
and the boat was thrown on her beam ends, 
with her deck tilted toward the shure. The 
sea broke over the boat heavily, and the lee 
yawl boat, the largest we had, was swept away 
before we had time to secure her, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty we could clear the 
weather yawl, it was so incrusted with ice. I 
was in the cabin when I was called upon to en- 
ter the boat, but before I had time to get to 
the side of the vessel, the sea raised so that 
Mr. Murphy was compelled to cut the lashings, 
and the yawl was swept towards the shore, 
leaving me on board, with Mr. Robert B. 
Mitchell, the other boy Wellan Williams, and 
the colored cook, whose name none of us knew, 
as he had been but recently shipped. 


About half an hour after the boat left, (this| P. 


was 10 o’clock, as near as I can remember,) 
the cook died. We were all in the compan- 
ion way which leads to the cabin, at this time, 
and the cook when he died, was seated on the 
lowest step and fell over on the floor. Billy 
Williams died about half an hour afterward, 
and rolled over by the dead man’s side in doing 
so. Mr. Mitchel, who was a large fat man, 
was seated on the same step with me, and did 
not die for an hour and a half after the boat 
left. During all this time scarcely any of us 
spoke; indeed, we were so numbed with cold 
that we lostall sensibility, and hardly cared 
what happened. They all died easily, first 
falling into a quict sleep before expiring. I 
had three flannel shirts on aad an oilskin over- 
coat, which kept me dry and tolerably warm. 
About 11 o’cloek the tide had fallen so that 
the cabin was fit to enter. I crawled in and 
found my way to the bed, upon which I lay 
down. It was wet and encrusted with ice, 
and the floor was covered with frozen water, 
in which were swimming the seats and cabin 
utensils. The next tide in the afternoon floated 
the bed, and during the whole of Thursday 
tight and Friday morning I remained in the 
3 Din up to my armpits in the freezing water. 
< did not suffer a great deal, considering, yet 
t seems to me now like a fearful dream. I 
vished for the morning to break,’ and the night 
seersed as though it would never end. But 
vith the morning my position became more 
langerous. The tide rose so high in the cabin 
that there was not left room enough for me to 
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prevent which I broke the window of the state- 
room to get fresh air. 

I remained in this way until the tide went 
down, and about 12 0’clock I foreed my way 
on deck through the state-room, as the cabin 
door was so blocked up by timbers and floating 
wood as to prevent its opening. -I was much 
exhausted on reaching the open air, and the 
cold wind had the effect of increasing my sensi- 
bility. Ilooked anxiously on the land, and 
toward the sea, but could see nothing stirring. 
At length, toward 2 o’clock, I sawa schooner, 
due east, nearing down toward me, and eager 
to attract attention, I climbed up the gaff to 
to make signals, and in doing so burst my fip- 
gers, which were frost-bitten, open. On reach- 
ing the gaff, I waved my hat, but no one heed- 
ed it on deck. I then took my coat and shook 
it violently, but the schooner kept on her way, 
and not a soul on board saw or new of my con- 
dition. 

I returned to the deck, terrified at the pros- 
pect before me, as night was approaching, and 
I could not have survived the horrors of another 
night like the last. I got some loose timbers 
with the intention of making a raft, which the 
returning tide would sweep in toward shore, and 
I got out on the sand to constructit. By 
this time the people on shore saw me on the 
wreck, and they launched me on the life-boat 
and took me off, after having been on board 
for thirty-two hours. I was taken to the 
light-house, and on Saturday came up to the 
city in the steam-tug Titan. 


In connection with these coast disasters we 
have a distressing account uf the loss of the pack- 
et-ship St. Denis. She was bound from New 
York to Havre, and foundered at seaon the 6th 
inst., having left’ New-York on the Ist. The 
first and third mates, with nine seamen, took to 
the long boat ; and after buffeting with the storm 
28 hours were picked up by the ship Naples, from 
Leghorn. The captain and remainder of the 
“crew, with the passengers, 35 in all, went down 
with the ship. The following is a statement from 
the third mate, omitting some preliminaries: 
Saturday, 5th, 1 a.m., wind chopped round to 
north-west, and blew a hurricane; at which time 
the vessel began to leak very fast, and the pumps 
would not work. At4 a.m. tho captain told the 
mate that the cabin was filling with water and he 
would like to wear ship. Tried it but could not. 
Cut away main and mizzen masts, and then wore 
around on the starboard tack. She then, at about 
5 a. m., began to settle for*ard, which she continued 
to do all day till 11 a. m., the wind blowing furious- 
ly, and the sea running wild and high. Resort was 
then had to the boats, when all except the long boat 
were found to be so badly stove as to be unfit for 
use. The long boat was also badly damaged, a por- 
tion of her side being stove in; but she was launch- 
ed and four men sent into her to bale her and keep 
her alive. At this time the topgallant forecastle 
was under water. The mate then asked the cap- 
tain if he would not get into the boat, and he shook 
his head in dissent, telling him at the same time it 
was of no use. The mate then replied that it was the 
last shift for such as might confide in it, and ac- 
cordingly entered, in company with the third mate 
andnine men. After this, and before letting go, 
the mate again asked the captain if he would not 
come with them, saying that he left the ship for the 
sake of his wife in New-York. The captain an- 
swered that he had a wife and seven children in 
Brooklyn, but he thought they would not see him 
any sooner by his taking to that boat. They laid 
by about ten minutes, trying to get more, but none 
would come in. In about fifteen minutes afterward 
they saw the ship go down. This was at 12: 30 p. m. 
of Sunday, the 6th; after which time till about 5 
.m. of Monday, the 7th, the wind continued to 
blow without abatement. In the hurry and excite- 
ment of the occasion the boat had been provided 
with but one barrel of bread and no water, which 
was all the food they had to subsist on. They had 
also but three oars, whivh were lying in her at the 
time, together with some half-dozen brooms. Two 
of the oars were soon afterward lost, and the brooms 
were used as paddles. At 3 p.m. on Monday saw a 
schooner to leeward, but she was too far otf to dis- 
cern them. At 4p.m. saw an empty water-cask 
also to leeward; made for it with the hope of ob- 
taining something to drink, but were disappointed. 
They then descried the vessel two and a half miles 
to leeward, which subsequently took them on board 
and brought them into port. A signal was made to 
her with a redshirt onan oar. After boarding her, 
they deemed the boat worthless and let her go. It 
should be remembered that on the morning of Sun- 
day the 6th, the foretopsail was blown from the 
bolt-ropes, and the foretopsail-yard broken in three 
places. It was the opinion of Mr. Tuffs, the chief 
mate, when entering the boat, that she would not 
live three minutes. The captain, when last seen, 
and just previously to the vessel going down, was 
observed on the quarter-deck, winding up his watch. 
He was a bold and accomplished seaman. . He had 
been in command of the St. Denis for twelve years, 
and had acquired a murked popularity with owners, 
insurance companies, and all who knew him. From 
the time of leaving the St. Denis until they were 
picked up by the Naples, the two mates and nine of 
the crew were in the boat 29 hours, without any- 
thing to drink, and only a barrel of sea-biscuit, 
soaked with salt water, to eat. It is the opinion of 
these men that before they left the ship all the pas- 
sengers were drowned. ‘I'wo cabin passengers, (Mr. 
and Mrs. Weiss,) who had been married but two 
days prior to the vessel’s departure, were last seen 
by the second mate, who went into the cabin for the 
axe to cut away the masts, with a shawl over their 
heads, and embracing each other. 





An Oneida Journal. 


Friday, Jan. 18.—The close of the 4th volume 
of The Circular was observed in the Printing Office 
by a festal entertainment. 
the furniture of the office allowed a table to be set 
with forty-five ‘covers.’ Enthusiasts in the kitch- 
en, wishing to express their love for the paper, 
furnished the table, not luxuriously, but tastefully 
and invitingly. Ancient members of the fraternity 
were asked; and when the supper hour came, a free 
invitation was extended to all in the Circularium ; 
so that it proved to be not simply a celebration 
of the conclusion of the 4th vol. of the Circular, 
but also a kind of consummation to the.courtship 
which has been going on between the trap-shop 
and the printing-office this winter. The table was 
full, and included both sexes and all ages; —editors 
turned forgemen and ‘learned blacksmiths,’ com- 
positors and strikers, stout sons of Vulcan and 
thought-worn students, girls and boys, &c. The 
company presentec a good illustration of the blend- 
ing of rank and vocation, sex and age, which it is 
the genius of Communism to bring about; and the 
social flow snd humor which rose to a high pitch 
before we were through, showed that the blending 
was not mechanical, but in the life. After supper 
several toasts were offered from which we select 
the following : 

Our Trap- Associates :—‘ We've a liking 
for their striking.’ The Lord be with them in 
the great Work-battle, and let their motto be: 


‘Strike! let every nerve and sinew 
Tell on ages—tell for God.’ 

A Free Religious Press.—A Daily Paper—de- 
voted to the Sovereignty of Jesus Christ. 

The Circular—Past, Present, and Future.— 
The organ of Free Utterance, a Free Gospel, Free 
Labor, Free Love, and Free Criticism. 

Fellow Soldiers at Putney, Wallingford and 
Newark. 

The Angels.—Elder brethren of our Father’s 
family—Guardians and lovers. May we grow in 
fellowship with them. 

The Church of the First Resurrection —We 
confess our union with them. They fought for 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God in the 
heavens 1800 years ago; we are fighting for its 
establishment in this world; let us prepare to 
welcome them home again. 

The Lady-Printers.—May all their future 
‘impressions’ be as savory and acceptable as 
the one they have given this afternoon. 

Several impromptu speeches were also made, 
called out by the guests ; but as they were not re- 
ported, we can only give a few ideas from memory. 
One speaker referred to the Circular, and said 
that with all its seeming insignificance it is dis- 
tinguished from al! other papers by some high 
characteristics. One is, it is the only paper which 
carries forth the confession of Christ as Savior of 
the world—a Savior from Sin—and it is the only 
paper that gives him a political character and ad- 
vocates his sovereignty as King. Another respect 
in which it is distinguished from other papers is, 
it is issued by a company who are at the same 
time hard-handed laborers and producers, not 
alone brain-workers, but muscle and sinew-work- 
ers. It goes out baptized with a spirit of practi- 
cal energy; and baptized also with a spirit of 
love and sociality—as it is the fruit of the joint 
industry of both sexes. A representative from 
the trap-manufactery was invited to give some 
account of a new improvement lately introduced 
into the shop—a rolling machine, which is in- 
tended to supersede much heavy hammering on 
the springs, jaws, and other parts of the traps. 
The following isa sketch of his remarks: In 
making jaws this machine already shows it- 
self capable of doing the work of a small 
army ofmen. Heretofore, the trap-jaws have been 
patiently swedged out by hand, i. e., by forcing a 
heated iron rod into a mould of the right shape 
by blows of a hammer, each jaw requiring some 
sixty strokes, and the making of one hundred 
pairs being about a day’s work. With the new 
machine, a rod of any length, heated red hot, is 
passed between rollers fitted to the required pat- 
tern, and comes out in shaye to be cut up into 
perfect jaws, without hammering at all. It per- 
forms at the rate of 8,000 or 10,000 pairs a day, 
and makes a much more perfect article than can 
be made by hand. The machine was contrived 
and made by Messrs. Newhouse, Inslee, Burt and 
others of our associates, and, (which illustrates 
the rationality and beneficence of true Commun- 
ism,) its success to the inventors is unmingled 
with any sense of injury to the interests of others. 
Nobody is thrown out of employment by it, or 
made to feel the lack of a living because machine- 
labor takes his place, as is sometimes the case in 
introducing labor-saving improvements in ordinary 
society. All know the opposition that sewing- 
machines first met with from the large class of 
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sistence depended on the continuance of the old 
system of hand-sewing. Our swedgeman is as 
much pleased as any one at the success of the roll- 
ing machine, counting it simply in the light ofa 
productive gain, which turns him out, not to star- 
vation, but to the freedom of giving his energies 
to sumething new.——The hospitality of our 
kitchen entertainers having uch exceeded all our 
wants, a sleigh was employed during the time of 
toasts and speech giving, in bringing down from 
the house a new company selected from the elder- 
ly class, and those who are naturally most con- 
fined at home. These were served by a part of 
the first set, while ancther part danced a figure on 
the large floor of the attic; and athird part went a 
sleigh-mding—the evening being very propitious, 
mild and moonlight, and the sleighing good. We 
appreciate the classes of instruction, by which, in 
the course of the winter, all the members of the 
Association have been taught to dance, as now on 
all impromptu occasions every One present can 
enter into the sport. It is only on such occasions 
that we rhall be likely to use dancing. We shall 
not make balls; but in recesses of labor, afler 
feasts of thanksgiving, and when joy is spontane- 
ous, ‘then to dance, on the impulse of the mo- 
ment, 1s very satisfactory. 





Correspondence Glances 


Freeport, Iil., Jan. 1, 1856. 

* * * * * Do I love my brother? isa 
question that often comes home to my mind. I 
know that love to my brother whom I have seen, 
is the index of the love I have to God whom I 
have not seen. I am happy im testifying that my 
heart is being enlarged and drawn out in love to- . 
wards that Spirit of truth which is being devel- 
oped in your Community. My experience lately 
has taken a new turn; Ihave found that when 
God works with us, old habits have to give way, 
and that his grace is sufficient in every tempta- 
tion for those who put their trust in him. This 
is an eventful time. Since my remembrance the 
churches have been praying and laboring for a 
purer and better state of religious experience ; 
and whether they have made any headway will 
best be seen by comparing their testimony in 
earlier with later times. Denying the doctrine of 
the Second Coming, and Christ asa whole Savior, 
they seem to be sailing to an unknown port, with- 
out rudder or compass. But God will be horored 
in the downfall of all mere human organizations. 
His rights must and will be acknowledged before 
his kingdom can be setup. * * * * * 

My heart is set upon Communism, as the means 
of building up God’s children ina holy unity ; 
and what I am, and may be, is unreservedly dedi- 
cated to this service. The world at large are 
watching every associative movement with eon- 
cern. A world-wide expectation seems to pervade 
all humanity that some great ehange is to come. 
whereby earth is to be bettered ; but I apprehend 
tho true and only way to become participants in 
God’s administration is to turn our attention to 
the Spirit of truth, and give it full scope and pos- 
session of all our faculties; whereby we may 
know of a certainty that God’s kingdom has come, 
and his will is being done on earth. 

The Circular is a welcome visitor at my house, 
and it is always read with interest. I think when 
meditating upun its contents, that its articles are 
written in sincerity and gruth. 

Ever yours in truth, J. Ricuarps. 


Wataga, Knox Co., Ill., Jan. 10, 1856. 
Dear Brotner N.—It has been in my heart for 
a Jong time to indite you a letter. But my expe- 
rience in the ‘Equity Movement’ at Modern 
Times, and my connection with its leaders, have 
made me careful how I again embarked in a cause 
whose foundations were not sure. But from all 
that I have been able to learn from a year’s careful 
perusal of The Circular—from the contrast be- 
tween the practical workings of Individual Sov- 
ereignty and Bible Communism—from some per- 
sonal acquaintance with yourself and a number of 
your brethren, (some knowledge of whose life and 
apirit I have acquired by several interviews, which 
were of decided benefit to me, not excepting 
their wholesome criticisms,)—and froma great 
deal of careful and prayerful inqniry and reflec- 
tign on the subject, the conviction has been grad - 
ually forcing itself upon me that yours was super- 
latively the cause of God and humanity. I find 
yne, my faith strong in the permanen- 
of God’s work as it is’ going on 
save this lost world. I tind my 
itted in loyal devotion to Jesus 
Christ and the cause of Bible Communism. Iam 
ready to advocate his claim to the sovereignty of 
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it over mine; and confess him King and Savior. 
I am anxious to do what little I can for the cause 
of BibleCommunisminthewest. * * * 
I regret that I did not visit you at Oneida and 
make a more thorough acquaintance before coming 
west. You saw the worst side of me when I vis- 
ited you. I had more sympathy with you than I 
showed. ib 

Dr. Edward'Beecher has settled at Galesburg, 
seven miles west of here. I have listened with 
great interest to his preaching. Speaking to a 
large audience the other night he said, “Let a 
community of men and women be pervaded with 
the love of Christ and the spirit of heaven; and 
Oh what affection, what confidence, what fra- 
ternity, what unify! But we KNOW NOTHING 
azouT 1T.” And he hason more thau one occasion 
referred publicly to the community aspect of the 
primitive church. 

Believe me your affectionate brother in Christ 
and his cause, Ropert Gray. 





More Thank-Offerings. 

[The following confessions of thankfulness from 
believers in Newark, N. J., may be considered as 
responses to the Community-offerings that were 
lately published in the Circular. We should be 
pleased to publish intelligent faith-confessions of 
this sort, which in a brief way will give utterance 
to the faith of the gospel and the hearts of the 
writets—or as Peter has it, ‘give a reason of the 
hope which is in them with meekness and fear’— 
from as many of our readers as choose to furnish 
us with them. It isa good ordinance; and we 
are assured that ‘ whosoever offereth praise, glori- 
fieth God.’] 


I thank God for an increase of fellowship with 
the church and union with their strength; for a 
slow, yet continuous victory over the spirit of the 
world, and a growth of freedom to worship God. 
T am thankful that God will not let me sink down 
under a spirit of discouragement, but lifts me up 
and gives me faith, hope and cheerfulness: for 
love of the truth, and for a hungering and thirsting 
for a revival of God's love in our hearts tHat will 
swallow up every thing else, and make usall one, 
as Christ and the Father are one. These are 
some of the things for which my heart is truly 
thankful. ‘ 8. B, C. 


I am thankful for the victory God is giving, me 
over my circumstances—that I am not oppressed 
by them as I was one year ago; for the faith God 
gives us to overcome disease, without the use of 
doctors or drugs; for trials—of which I do not 
have any more than is good for my spiritual edu- 
cation ; for the love of improvement given us, 
and for a spirit of prayer; for a revival of heart- 
religion ; and for the mercy and goodness of God, 
which ‘endureth forever” I am ae est 4 
thankful for the fellowship and unity 1 enjoy wit 
your Community family. H. M. 

First of all, I thank God for a Savior, and that 
I have been led te know and acknowledge Christ 
~-that I have been enabled to confess him before 
men. I thank God for my circumstances, and 
for all his dealings with me—for chastise- 
ments as well as blessings, because all things 
work together for good to them that love God.— 
I thank God for a desire for more of a spirit of 
faithfulness and endurance, for more faith and 
earnestness—and I thank him, too, that he is grant- 
inz chese desires; that he is a God at hand and 
not afar off, that he hears and answers prayer.— 
I am thankful for Mother’s improved health, and 
for all my surroundings. God's blessings are so 
innumerable, that I know not where to stop, but 
I will finish by thanking God for a ‘thankful 


heart. ‘ c. M. 





A Candid Admission. 


Life Illustrated publishes the following extract 
from an article by Dr. S. H. Potter, in the Medi- 
eal and Surgical Journal, Cincinnati ;—remark- 
ing that ‘no one would be inclined to undervalue 
the profession if all its members were as moderate 
in their estimate of it as Prof. Potter.’ 
~ ]t is a great truth, which should be deeply im- 
pressed upon the mind of the physician, that the 
majority of sick persons will surely recover without 
medical aid. Ho 1 must not conclude that every 
recovery under his management is a cure, for this 
is the very foundation and vitality of empiricism. 
Patients who have severe attacks of disease, often 
survive under improper and even injurious medi- 
cation. The peculiar duties of the physician con- 
sist in relieving the obstructed processes of vitality, 
and in equalizing and tranquilizing the commotions 
of mind and body. It can not be doubted that 
many diseases which, if lef: to nature, would have 
ended in health, have, under treatment, termin- 
ated in death. , 

Thousands of physicians are now actively dis- 
charging thé solemn and responsible duties of their 
woeation, and greatly benetiting ma i through 
their arduous and devoted labors, “are the 
false views of the mass of them 
nature of their calling, that the 
better off if there was not a doctor - This is 
a humbling consideration, which is equally appli- 
cable to other pursuits as to that of our chosen 
profession. This may appear to savor too much 







of skepticism, but it is the honest conviction of 
my deliberate judgment, after an intimate connec- 
tion with and devotion to the profession for more 
than a score of years. 7 

I do not believe that intelligent and judicious 
physiciuns are useless to mankind. On the con- 
trary, I know that by their aid they can hasten 
the recovery of cases which would ultimately end 
favorably, and in many cases their exertions are 
essential to the preservation of life. While, there- 
fore, we guard ourselves against the evils of an 
overweening confidence in the efficacy of thera- 

utical measures, we should equally avoid the no 
9 injurious influence of utter skepticism. Such 
is the nature of our art, that experience or obser- 
vation alone can give the necessary acumen for 
the selection of the proper measures required in 
individual cases, 








forticultural. 


The Chinese Yam 

P €6Was first introduced 
<> from China into France 
in 1850, but did not 
attract special atten- 
’ tion until 1853 ; since 
that time its cultiva- 
tion has been very 
much extended in that 
country ; and during 
the past two years— 
but more particularly 
within the last year— 
agriculturists have tried 
it with more or less 
success in various parts 
of this country, 

The thing claimed 
for this new plant, is, 
that itis a good sub- 
stitute for the ordinary 
potato, and that it is 
‘destined to supersede 
that vegetable. The 
chief points of recom- 
mendation for it are 
that it is not subject to decay, will keep sound 
the year round, has an excellent flavor, and 
if properly cultivated will yield a great harvest. 
The Horticulturist for November, speaking 
on this subject, says: ‘* The flesh is white, 
very nearly, and equal in quality to the 
potato. . Of all the plants which have 
been proposed as substitutes for the potato, 
the Dioscorea is the only one which presents 
claims sufficiently strong to sustain the compe- 
tition; for if the Dioscorea can enter into a 
successful competition with the potato for the 
quality of its tubers, it can most assuredly do 
so by the quantity of its crops. The plants 
when placed at a distance of 12 inches by 8, 
will, according to the authority of Professor 
Decaisne and M. Paillett, yield about 290 ewt., 
(per acre, we suppose,) or 144 tons when 
growing from April to October, or 48 tons if 
allowed to remain two seasons in the ground.” 

The accompanying engraving is copied from 
the Horticulturist for December, and is in- 
tended to represent the new potato in its ripe 
state. ‘To those who wish to know more about 
the details of this vegetable, we would refer 
thera to articles in the November and Decem- 
ber numbers of the Horticulturist. 

The following letter from a correspondent 
is in answer to our inquiries respecting his 
own experience in raising the yam: 

Baldwinsville, N. Y., Jan. 6, 1856. 

Dear Eprror:—My experience in raising the 
Chinese Yam, is not satisfactory to myself. I re- 
ceived from the Patent Office, two small seeds 
or tubers, about the size of Marrowfat peas.— 
These were set in a hot-bed early in April, and 
about the middle of May transplanted to the open 
ground. As soon as the earth and air were suffi- 
ciently warm, their runners were developed, simi- 
lar in foliage to the sweet potatoe, but having a 
tendency to climb, like the bean tribe. In the 
course of the summer, these attained the height of 
about four feet. In October, when the leaves had 
been killed by the frost, I proceeded to harvest 
the crop. The soil is a fine sandy loam, of great 
fertility. Through this an excavation was made 
about twenty inches deep, to the yellow sub-soil— 
but no signs of the Yams. On digging still deep- 








be er, the crown of the tubers appeared about two 


fect below the surface. In appearance they re- 
semble parsnips, except that the small end is up- 





permost. The roots were nearly thirteen inches 


in length, and about one and a half inches in di- 
ameter. To test them, they were boiled and 
treated like potatoes, and proved to be about as 
delicious as a watery potatoe, but with more mu- 
cilage, and a faintish taste. No doubt, under dif- 
ferent auspices, all their good qualities will be de- 
veloped. But a serious objection is, the great- 
depth of earth to be excavated to findthem. f- 
ter this, I received a copy of the agricultural re- 
port for 1854, from the Patent-Office. That hasa 
good article on this Yam, with figures of the 
stems and roots. By this it appears that the 
plant is dicecious, and that only the male plant 
las been introduced to this country. Therefore 
the propagation must be by cuttings of the tubers 
in the Spring, planted in pots in a hot-bed, and 
thence in the open ground; and also, by cuttings 
of the vines in June and July. I have read some- 
where but cannot now refer to the article, that 
this Yam is a biennial, and that, to have it in per- 
fection, it must remain in the ground during the 
first winter, and thus have two seasons’ growth- 
And indeed if it goes into the lower stratum, as 
it did in my experiment, it will surely be secure 
from frost. I believe this is all I can say of the 
Dioscorea Batatas. G. W. R. 


The Apple as Food. 

The common idea of the comparatively 
small value of the apple as an article of food, 
is very erroneous. People are apt to consider 
it as a luxury, and unadapted to supply the nu- 
tritive wants of the physical system. The 
truth is, the apple is richer in food-elements 
than the extolled potato. An elaborate analy- 
sis of the apple was made, several years ago, 
by Dr. Salisbury, of Albany, the details of 
which show, quite conclusively, the adaptation 
of the apple to assume a high rank in dietet- 
ic economy. Six varieties were submitted fot 
analysis: the Zalman Sweeting, Swaar, 
Kilman Hull, Roxbury Russet, English Rus- 
set, and Rhode Island Greening. The nutri- 
tive value of any food is in proportion to the 
amount of elements contained in it which will 
form the component parts of the human body 
—the bones, muscles, fibres, nerves, brain, &c. 
These elements, according to physiological 
chemistry, are lime, phosphoric acid, sugar, 
starch, dextrine, albumen, casein, and others ; 
the lime and phosphoric acid to form bones ; su- 
gar, dextrine and starch to furnish respiratory 
food ; albumen and casein, to make muscles, &c. 
In these elements the analysis showed the app le 
tobe rich. 100]bs. of fresh apple contain 
82} lbs. of water ; a like weight ef potato con- 
tains about 3 Ibs. less of water. The apple con. 
tains a large proportion of sugar and dextrine, 
and but little starch ; the reverse of this is the 
case with the potato. These three substances 
are composed of the same primary elements—— 
carbon, oxygen and hydrogen—in nearly equal 
proportions, and taking them together the po- 
tato has a slight percentage more than the ap- 
ple ; but this is more than counterbalanced by 
the fact that the sugar and dextrine of the ap. 
ple are better adapted to assimilation into the 
animal body, than the starch of the potato, 
and are higher and more refined types of 
vegetable organization. Sugar enters largely 
into the composition of all the finer fruits, as 
the Peach, Plum, Pear, Apple, Apricot, Cher- 
ry, Strawberry, Orange, Date, Fig, &c. Starch 
is more peculiar to roots, as the Potato, Beet, 
Turnip, &c., and to the cereals. Dextrine is 
a substance analogous to gum, though unlike 
that itis capable of nourishing the body. It 
has the same composition as starch, but is 
further advanced in organization. The starch 
in our food is converted into dextrice in the 
stomach before assimilation. 

It is in respect to nitrogenized compounds, 
albumen and casein, however, that the superi- 
ority of the apple to the potato is most appar- 
ent. 100 lbs. of fresh apple contain 1.54 lbs. 
of albumen and casein, while a like weight of 
the potato contains only 0.7 of a pound. The 
amount of albumen in 100 lbs. of dry apple, is 
8 37 Ibs.—while in the same weight of dry tu- 
bers it ‘is only 1} Ibs. It is on these nitro- 
genous compounds that the capability of what 
we eat for nourishment depends. It is from 
these that the organic tissues of the body, 

muscle, brain, and nerve, are built up. 


is still more interesting and significant to the 
spiritual physiologist: the rank which the ap- 
ple holds in the scale of vegetable organization. 
The various kinds of vegetable productions 
which are adapted for food, stand related to 
each other in the following order: 1, roots; 
2, legumens, and cereals ; 3 fruits, Legumens 
and cereals are superior to roots: fruits are 
more refined than either! The highest type of 
vegetable organization is seen in the fruit king- 
dom. 


+ 





—A German scientific journal states 
that agreat improvement has been discovered in 
the method of sharpening all kinds of fine edge- 
tools. Into water acidulated with one-twentieth 
of its weight of muriatic or sulphuric acid, the 
blade is plunged for half an hour, and then left to 
corrode, which it does very evenly, though slightly, 
and then, after an hour or two, if applied toa 
hone, it is easily polished down to a fine edge.— 
The water may be wiped off when the tool is 
taken out, as the acid has already taken effect in 
creating aroughness. It is sugested that the plan 
will be highly advantageous to farmers. as it will 
save 4 deal of hard labor in sharpening scythes. 
It is certainly worth a trial. It is said to be a 
very easy way of putting an edge on a dull razor. 


—Tribune. 





—The whole number of miles of rail- 
roads in operation in the United States at the be- 
ginning of the present year, was 21,449, being an 
increase on the past year of 2,011. For the past 
ten years there has been an average yearly increase 
of 1,800 miles. ‘The cost per mile is from $35,000 
to $40,000, and the total amount invested in the 
lines will be fully equal to $750,000,000. There 
are 6,000 miles now in process of construction.— 
Total length of roads in this state, (New York,) 
3,216 miles; cost of construction, $125,252,669 ; 
number of passengers carried, 33,839,164; tons of 
freight, 3,417,207. 





—The prize crop of Indian Corn in 
the State of Ohio for 1855, was 162 bushels per 
acre, 





A Nove Sewine Macuine,—In an article 
entitled ‘ Hints on the value of Patents,’ the 
Scientific American thus notices a novelty : ** It 
is understood that Messrs. Jerome, of New Ha- 
ven, Conn., the celebrated clock makers, have 
recently purchased a portion of the right to 
Robertson’s Patent Sewing Machine,for the sum 
of $30,000. This sewing machine is said to be 
a remarkable novelty. It is scarcely larger than 
the little sewing birds used by the ladies, and 
may easily be carried in the pocket. In exter- 
nal appearance it is highly ornamental. Its 
construction is so simple that a child of five 
years can operate it with success. For the use 
of families and individuals, the invention ap- 
pears to be admirable. +e are told that a 
seamstress with the aid of one of these machines 
will be able to do in one day the ordinary hand 
labor of an entire week. The Messrs. Jerome 
are at present engaged in constructing machin- 
ery for the manufacture of this improvement 
on alarge scale. Retail price of the machine, 

10. The best sewing machines of the other 
makers, cost from $100 to $140.” 





Mouammepan Reproor.—Abd-el-Kader, 
a Mohammedan Emir, now in Paris, has writ- 
ten a book to prove that Judaism, Christianity 
and Mohammedanism, are only one religion, 
differing merely in details. He says that if 
Mussulmans and Christians would believe him, 
they might agree, and treat each other as breth- 
ren. In this work also, the reverential Arab 
complainsthat Christian scholars are not in the 
habit of raising their minds toward God, the au- 
thor of all things, as they ought; and adminis- 
ters a sharp rebuke, on this point, to men of 
science. — Tribune. 





Tue Gospet in Turkey.—Missionary ad- 
vices state that the fall of Sevastopol has quiet- 
ed the adherents of the old Armenian Church, 
who before had hoped that the triumph of Rus- 
sia would annihilate Protestantism in Turkey. 
Another most extraordinary sign of the times 
which is referred to in every recent letter, is 
the readiness of Mohammedans to read the Bi- 
ble.— Tribune. 


Co Correspondents. 
R. 0., Elyria.—Should like to see what you have to offer 
concerning ‘ Celery.’ 


LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—J. J. 








There is another view of the matter, which 


Franks; C. Degroff; R. Osman; M. P. Hoyt; M. 
Grenell; S. M. Mallory. 
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